Give an overview of the Italian school system
The Austrian and Italian schools present substantial differences in various aspects. First of all, it must be remembered that in Austria compulsory attendance at school lasts nine years, while in Italy it lasts ten years or from six to sixteen.
Let’s focus on the Italian school system:
The Italian education and training system is organized on the basis of the principles of subsidiarity and the autonomy of educational institutions. The State has exclusive legislative competence for the general rules on education.
The Regions have concurrent legislative power in matters of education and exclusive powers in matters of vocational education and training.
The education system is organized into:
- kindergarten, not compulsory, for children from 3 to 6 years.
-primary school¸ with a duration of five years for pupils aged 6 to 11.
- first level secondary school (or middle school), lasting three years, from 11 to 14 years old.
- upper secondary school, with a five-year extension, the schools organize pathways to high school, technical institutes and vocational institutes for students aged 14 to 19.
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