The Austrian school system

In Austria it is obliged to go to school for 9 years. The first four years are completed in primary school from the age of 6 – 10 years, the following four in secondary school from the age of 10 - 14. After those eight years children must decide whether they want to start working or continue with going to school and graduating with the A-levels, which are the precondition to go to university. If they are choosing to go on with school, there are different types of high schools with different main focuses. For example, business and economic collages, technical schools, machine building, kinder gardening or sport and health focused colleagues. All those schools last 5 years until the age of 19 and prepare the students for the later working life and allow them to start working immediately after school. As another option, after the graduation of one of those schools, students are allowed to go to university and study. If the children decide that they want to start working at the age of 15, they need to attend a special school for only one year to prepare them for the working life and are specialized in the job they want to learn. As a matter of fact, they can complete that one last year of school in any of the previously mentioned schools and just drop out after one year. 

Usually most of the schools in Austria start with the lessons at 7:50 in the morning. The breaks are regulated differently in every school so also the ending times are different, but after 6 hours mostly every school ends at around 13.15. Sometimes the times variate a little bit from school to school because of the public transport situations. Most of the pupils go to school by bus or train, the older ones often go by car. 
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